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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


International Conference on Scientific Information 


_Brief status statements from the chairmen of areas 
1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were received from the ICSI Secretariat. 
As soon as reports on areas 6 and 7 are received they 
will be published in the Informations FID. See Inf. FID 
1957 no. 2 for details on the scope of the areas. 


Area 1 (Requirements of scientists for scientific lite- 
rature and reference services; knowledge now available 
and methods of ascertaining their requirements) 


This area is concerned with the needs of scientists 
for scientific information, and methods of determining 
these needs. Papers proposed to the Conference include 
a review of the results of past studies of information 
requirements of scientists. In addition reports of several 
current studies will be given. These studies employ dif- 
ferent techniques and should offer interesting data on 
the validity of the various methods of study. Current 
studies to be reported are being conducted in Spain, 
France, the Netherlands and the United States. Dis- 
cussion of information needs may also include a study 
of individual reference files maintained by scientists 
themselves, possibly with conclusions as to needs for 
improved services. Surveys of the needs of scientists 
within specific organizations will be reported on. These 
surveys should point out any differences in information 
needs that appear at different levels within an organi- 
zation. Another approach to the study of needs will be 
given in a paper which will report on the results of the 
analysis of a sizeable sample of reference questions. 


Area 2 (The function and effectiveness of abstracting 
and indexing services for storage and retrieval of 
scientific information) 


All of the four papers which are definite as of this date 
deal with some phase of evaluation of scientific ab- 
stracting and/or indexing. One is concerned specifically 
with the value to scientists and engineers of the infor- 
mation obtained in 100 literature searches based on a 
dozen or more of the standard abstracting and indexing 
services. A second paper deals with subject slanting in 
scientific indexing, and abstracting. In it, the specific 
elements of information in the published abstracts of a 
sizeable sample of multiply-abstracted papers are ana- 
lyzed and compared. If time permits, some cost infor- 
mation may also be included. The third involves an 
analysis of cost in relation to degree of abstracting or 
indexing. A number of levels of bibliographic service are 
identified and costs for each are compared under a 
variety of conditions. The fourth paper in this group is 
an appraisal of international cooperative abstracting 
experience in the building field. 

Another group of papers may be described as being at 
this time probable but not absolutely certain. Four of 
these concern experience with co-operative abstracting. 
One is an analysis of the effectiveness of international 
co-operation in recent years in the field of physics; two 
— one foreign and one U.S. — have to do with abstrac- 
ting in the field of metallurgical literature; and the 
fourth is a discussion of Swedish experience with 
cooperative bibliographic services. A fifth ,,probable” 
Paper presents comparative cost data on a number of 
U.S. bibliographic services and a sixth is an analysis of 


the extent to which information presented at major 
conferences fails to appear later in published form. 

Hoped for, but not yet promised, papers include par- 
ticularly one which would describe in detail the orga- 
nization and operation of the USSR Institute of Scien- 
tific Information and another which would evaluate ihe 
bibliographic services of the Institute in terms of quality 
of product, promptness of publication, completeness of 
coverage, and the like. 


Area 3 (Effectiveness of scientific monographs, com- 
pendia, and specialized information centers in meeting 
the needs of scientists; present trends and new and pro- 
posed techniques and services) 


At the present time the majority of the foreseeable 
papers in Area 3 are directed toward a discussion of the 
réle of scientific reviews and to the detailed organi- 
zation and objectives of various specialized information 
centres. Of the two groups of papers, the latter seems 
less certain of providing material of sufficient basic 
value or general applicability to satisfy the criteria of 
the Conference Committee. 

Papers are especially needed from the major and 
well-established information centers which would sum- 
marize their experience of the last ten years and point 
out the direction for the next ten years. Papers are also 
needed on the réle of the monographic literature in the 
dissemination of scientific information. 


Area 4 (Organization of information for storage and 
search: comparative characteristics of existing systems) 


Probable contributions to Area 4, comparative cha- 
racteristics of existing systems, include papers des- 
cribing in objective detail existing systems, papers in- 
tercomparing two or more systems as used in the same 
or similar applications, and papers discussing critical 
factors that have been used for comparative evaluation. 
Specific systems covered include card catalogues, edge 
notched cards, Batten type cards, Minicards, Magne- 
cards, use of the IBM 101 punch card equipment and use 
of general purpose digital computers. 

Expected contributions from abroad include papers 
from Great Britain, Spain, Netherlands, France and 
Germany. 

Subject material fields in which the systems have 
been used include human engineering, chemistry, elec- 
tron microscopy, aeronautical engineering, human re- 
lations, materials deterioration, genetics and law as 
well as collections of more general coverage. 


Area 5 (Organization of knowledge for storage and re- 
trospective search: intellectual problems and equipment 
considerations in the design of new systems) 


This area is concerned with methods of organizing in- 
formation and equipment considerations in the design 
of new systems for storage and retrieval. Papers have 
been proposed that deal with fundamental problems 
that underlie systems design, as well as with more im- 
mediate problems of techniques and equipment, and the 
interaction between them. In the former category, of 
basic considerations, outlines have been submitted for 
papers dealing with the use of linguistic transforma- 
tions, with a study of the syntactic structures that 
language offers for the organization of content, and 
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with semantic matrices. Papers have also been proposed 
on the determination of subject-term letter frequencies, 
and on the development of indices and search terms 
applied to explicit relationships. In the realm of the 
more immediate concern of systems design, papers wilil 
concern the logic of indexing, automatic encoding of 
information, and notation systems for chemical struc- 
ture searching. Punched card and data-processing equip- 
ment will be compared as applied to information sear- 
ching. Also descriptions will be given of new equipment 
for information systems. It is expected that perfor- 
mance characteristics of experimental systems now 
under development will be presented also. 


Technical College Libraries 


A Conference on Library Services in Technical Col- 
leges will be organized in London, Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen Street, by Aslib on October 30, 1957. 
Speakers are: The Rt. Hon. The Earl] of Verulam on 
Libraries: a liberal element in technical education”, 
Mr. S. T. Broad on ,,A technical library service’, Dr. J. 
Popping on ,,The technical college library as an edu- 
cational instrument” and Mr. P. P. Love on _ ,,Co- 
operation with local industry”. (Aslib, 4 Palace Gate, 
London W.8) 


MEETINGS HELD 


23rd Conference of FID 


The following is a summary report on the 23rd Con- 
ference held in Paris from September 16-21, 1957, in the 
building of the Fondation Nationale des Sciences Poli- 
tiques. A rather full programme was compressed into 
one week but delegates had the opportunity to meet at 
various manifestations held after business sessions: a 
boat trip on the Seine, receptions at the Palais de la 
Découverte and the Hétel de Ville, visit of the Louvre, 
the ,,Son et Lumiére” display at Versailles and an ex- 
cursion to Fontainebleau. A reading apparatus for mi- 
crofilms of long footage and the Ordinateur 704 of 
IBM were presented.. A lecture on automatic selection 
at the CNRS Documentation Centre was given by Dr. 
Samain. 

Excellent organization was provided by Mr. Poin- 
dron, Secretary General of the Comité Francais de la 
Documentation. About 165 delegates (including about 
60 from France) from 23 countries and 5 international 
organizations participated. 

The Conference included: a preliminary conference of 
editors, meetings of the Bureau, the Council, study com- 
mittees and the General Assembly and was as such a 
regular working conference. The complete transactions 
will appear in the February 1958 issue of the ,,Review 
of Documentation”. Mimeographed transactions of most 
meetings will be available at the end of November. 


Conference of editors 


Editors of twelve journals in the field of documenta- 
tion met together with the editors of the ,,Review of 
Documentation” for a preliminary discussion on the 
réle of and relations between national and international 
periodicals, in particular those carrying abstracts or 
bibliographies on documentation and~-library science. 
So far 3 editors have co-operated in an exchange agree- 
ment of bibliographic material, this number could be 
extended to 9 so that the ,,Review of Documentation” 
would improve its coverage of the world literature, 
though ir a more selective way. It was proposed to or- 
ganize a full international conference in the near future. 
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Bureau of officers 


The Bureau and the Committee of Ways and Means 
met before the Council meeting. With a view to the 
increasing importance of Eastern European literature 
it was proposed to set up a committee for the ,,Availa- 
bility and translations of documents”. 


Council 


The Council met in 4 sessions to discuss the program- 
me of work and the necessary expansion of activities. 

The minutes of the Council meeting in Stuttgart in 
September 1956, the Annual report from the Secretary 
General and the financial accounts per December 1956 
were confirmed. 

In order to obtain the necessary funds for continuing 
and extending activities on a higher and broader level 
various countries declared themselves willing to in- 
crease their subscriptions. An Ad hoc committee to stu- 
dy problems involved was constituted; Mr. Geveke, Dr. 
Schiirmeyer and Mr. Wilson were appointed members, 
Mr. Majewski corresponding member. 

National members were requested to disseminate FID 
activities more widely and to express any desire for a 
depository of FID publications. A special effort should 
be made to increase the number of subscriptions to the 
Review of Documentation’’. 


Membership 


Prof. Ranganathan was unanimously elected Hono- 
rary member in appreciation of his international status 
in the field of documentation. Mr. Donker Duyvis was 
elected Honorary member, though continuing in his 
function as Secretary General, on a spontaneous pro- 
posal by members of the Council. 

The Union Internationale des Villes was accepted as 
Specialist Group member. It was reported that Canada, 
Czechoslovakia and the USSR had asked for information 
on National membership. They had all been invited to 
join the Conference; alas our USSR colleagues received 
the invitation too late so that to our regret they failed to 
be in our midst. 


Elections 


The number of Vice-Presidents was enlarged in order 
to cover more areas; from a practical point of view 
(such as attendance at meetings) there will be more 
European members. 

The officers will be (those elected or re-elected are 
marked with an asterisk): 

President: *Dr. A. King (1957-60) 
Vice-Presidents: Dr. M. Kotani (Japan) (1955-58) 
Dr. J. M. Meyer (Switzerland) 
(1955-58) 
Mr. Dan Fink (Denmark) (1956-59) 
Mr. Douglas W. Bryant (USA) 
(1956-59) 
*Mr. A. G. de Guzman (Spain) 
(1957-60) 
*Mr. P. Poindron (France) (1957-60) 
*Dr. W. Schiirmeyer (Germany) 
(1957-60) 
*Mr. Z. Protié (Yugoslavia) (1957-60) 
Belgian member: *Miss A. J. R. Philips 
Treasurer: Dr. Milton O. Lee 
Secretary General: Mr. F. Donker Duyvis 


Legal status 


“One copy of the statutes was signed by representa- 
tives from 15 countries. To these should be added the 
signature of the other countries whereupon the statutes 
will be submitted to the Belgian Ministry of Justice: 





Next conferences 


The 24th Conference will be held in Washington just 
before or after the International Con‘crence on Scien- 
tific Information to be held in Washington in November 
1958. At this occasion the Council and the General As- 
sembly will be convened. 

It was decided to have a preliminary meeting of the 
Bureau in The Hague in September 1958, at which time 
the study committees should also meet. 

Concerning the following years the following scheme 
was accepted as a working basis: 1959 Poland, 1960 
Brazil (full or regional conference) and 1961 India or 
elsewhere. 


Publications 


,Manual on Document Reproduction and Selection”. 
Reprinting of chapter 7, Selection, for separate sales 
will be put off as demand at this moment is not suf- 
ficiently known to guarantee that no loss will occur. 

, Index Bibliographicus”. The manuscripts of Vol. I 
(science and technology), II (social sciences) and III 
(humanities) now being ready it was decided that they 
should not again be circulated to member bodies but be 
checked only by the editors. Publication of vols. I and II 
will follow in 1958. As the selection of entries in vol. III 
presents more difficulties, its publication will be de- 
layed in order to ensure the widest possible consulta- 
tion. 

,Manual on the use of the UDC’. Dutch and German 
colleagues will join efforts to produce a 40-50 page 
booklet for practical use of the UDC. 

An abridged edition of the UDC in the French lan- 
guage will be prepared by offset from the text of the 
trilingual abridged edition. 

Review of Documentation”. The agreements reached 
at the Conference of editors were approved. It was also 
decided that the Review of Documentation, for biblio- 
graphic reasons, will retain its French title only. Na- 
tional members who have not yet done so, were reques- 
ted to appoint national correspondents for the Review. 

Programmes for training courses”. It was agreed to 
prepare a loose-leaf booklet giving sufficient details 
of existing programmes for training of documentalists. 

»List of national standards on documentation”. The 
German manuscript giving about 500 standards and 
covering some 30 countries was approved for publica- 
tion by the FID. 

List of Russian abbreviations”. With reference to the 
manuscript made by Dr. Sascaro and now held by FID, 
it was decided that the General Secretariat will corres- 
pond with the Library of Congress (which published a 
similar list in 1952) and the Zentralstelle fiir wissen- 
schaftliche Literatur (which is preparing a list) in order 
to join efforts for this publication. 


Study committees 


The following are summary reports on the meetings 
of committees in Paris. The meetings of FID/I and 
FID/S were informal as the Rapporteurs could not be 
present; they had suggested to prepare a full meeting 
in the beginning of 1958. Scheduled meetings of FID/CN 
(the Rapporteur fell ill at the last moment), FID/C 53 
and FID/C 61 could not be held owing to the absence 
of the Rapporteurs. 

The Council therefore decided that in future no mee- 
tings of committees will be permitted if the agenda has 
not been submitted to the Secretary General at least 3 
months before the meeting. It was also decided that 
each committee should appoint a Rapporteur and a 
co-rapporteur. National members were requested to 
appoint an active member in each committee. 

FID/A ,,Photocopyright”. The joint FID/IFLA com- 
mittee met for the first time in Paris. It appeared to be 
difficult to come to some solution. 
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FID/CA ,,General theory of classification”. The Com- 
mittee wanted to give priority to a systematic codifica- 
tion of the concepts most in use in studies on classifica- 
tion. Concerning the classification of goods and ser- 
vices it was proposed to prepare a critical bibliography 
on the various codes. 

FID/CCC ,,Central Classification Committee”. The 
CCC met before the meeting of FID/CC to discuss in 
detail some difficult revisions: a resolution on the 
transfer of 548 to 539.2 could not yet be reached as a 
result of the lack of clear definitions; a detailed revi- 
sion of 539.1 was approved for publication in a Draft 
PE Note; a preliminary scheme for revision of 621.039 
was also approved for Draft PE. 

FID/CC ,,Universal Decimal Classification”. A study 
will be made on the possibilities of freeing existing num- 
bers of 1, 2 or 3 digits; the term for criticism of a Draft 
PE Note will be extended if requested by a CCC mem- 
ber; it will no longer be permissible to cancel an exis- 
ting text without giving the reference to the new place. 
The meeting decided that the question of recodification 
for mechanization should be discussed with FID/S 
,Mechanical selection” which had this problem as its 
original task. 

Two reports received from the Hungarian committee 
arrived too late for a thorough discussion at the mee- 
ting in Paris. 

FID/C 35 ,,Administrative sciences”. The Union In- 
ternationale des Villes became a member of the com- 
mittee. With delegates from Belgian, Danish and Dutch 
cornmittees it will study the revision of 35.07. 

FID/C 531.7 ,,Measurement and control”. The mee- 
ting discussed measurement questions only; in parti- 
cular some agreement was reached on the questions 
,»wWhat is measured?” and ,,how is it measured?’’; the 
third question ,,;with what is measurement done (ma- 
chinery) ?” still has to be discussed. 

FID/C 61/SC 615 ,,Pharmacy”. It was reported that 
the Belgian proposal was accepted by the Japanese com- 
mittee. Other points discussed included .0. and the apo- 
strophe. 

FID/C 621.3 ,,Electrical engineering”. The main com- 
mittee and its subcommittee 621.39 ,,Telecommunica- 
tions” met in Paris. Various subdivisions were discussed, 
also an electrotechnical dictionary, the application of 
the UDC and liaison with other committees. 

FID/C 629 ,,Transport engineering”. The Committee 
had its first meeting in Paris. Subcommittees were set 
up for: Land vehicles, railway engineering and aeronau- 
tics; similar committees for shipbuilding and astronau- 
tics will be formed later. Various proposals for revision 
of 629 were discussed. 

FID/C 63 .,Agriculture’”’. As this is a joint committee 
with the International Association of Agricultural Li- 
brarians and Doewmentalists non-UDC questions also 
were discussed. It was reported that a trilingual special 
edition was in preparation. 

FID/C 65 ,,Scientific management”. A PE Note for 
the immediate revision of 65 was discussed as well as a 
French proposal for a complete future revision. The 
committee wished the Council to express its thanks to 
European Productivity Agency for their most valuable 
help. 

FID/C 66 .Chemistry and Chemical technology”. 
Amongst other questions the revision of 543 was dis- 
cussed implying freeing of 544/545. 

FID/C 667.0/.3 ,,Treatment of fibres and fabrics”. 
At its first meeting in Paris the committee adopted a 
proposal for revision. 

FID/I ,,Information services”. At the informal mee- 
ting held in Paris the replies to the questionnaire were 
received. It appeared that these were not homogeneous. 
The Rapporteur will be asked to report on further ac- 
tion to be taken. The Council, discussing the report, 
expressed the wish that sub-committees be formed for 
questions such as ,,centralisation and decentralisation”. 

FID/S ,,Mechanical selection”. At the informal mee- 
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ting held in Paris it was felt necessary to make a com- 
parative study of the various systems used, in parti- 
cular with regard to the cost and output. 

FID/TD ,,Training of documentalists”. The Council 
expressed the wish that the committee should also dis- 
cuss the training of users. (See also under ,,Publica- 
tions” for the programme of courses). 


General Assembly 


The minutes of the meeting in Brussels in September 
1955 were confirmed. The President addressed the mee- 
ting on the activities and planned development of the 
FID and gave a report on the discussions at the Coun- 
cil meeting. 

The discussion on the principal item on the agenda 
,New methods and techniques for the communication 
of knowledge” was lead by Dr. Meyriat, who summari- 
zed the papers by Dr. Coblans and Miss Kyle and the 
comments invited by FID. In the discussion it appeared 
that it would be highly valuable to have a study on the 
cost of input and output as the latter one is only a small 
percentage of the total cost of storing and retrieval. It 
was also considered of primary importance to organize 
and centralize the bibliographic sources of information 
without which any selection scheme would fail to one- 
rate. 


JOINT COMMITTEES 


International Committee for Automobile 
Documentation (ICAD) 


The third meeting was held in Eindhoven, Nether- 
lands, on May 9-10, 1957. The Committee agreed not to 
draw up a special new automobile classification but to 
improve the UDC. It was recommended that no tech- 
nical article should be published without an abstract, 
to be written in the original language -and at least in 
English; the abstract should not exceed the card size 
A7 (74 X 105 mm). 

The fourth meeting will be held in Madrid on Octo- 
ber 24-25, 1957. 


UNIVERSAL DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 


Proposals for extension of the UDC 
PE 625 (12.9.1957) Comments up to 12.1.1958 


Proposal for revision of UDC 651 (652 and 6 
to be freed), 657, 658 and 659, submitted by 
drafting committee of FID/C 65. : 


PERSONALIA 


M. Lodovico Benvenuti a été élu Secrétaire Général 
du Conseil de l’Europe. II a pris ses fonctions le 18 sep 
tembre 1957. 

Mr. Rutherford D. Rogers, chief of the Reference De- 
partment at the New York Public Library, has beer 
appointed Chief Assistant Librarian of the Library o 
Congress. The post is the second-ranking one in t 
Library. The Chief Assistant Librarian serves as t 
Librarian’s deputy at all times and as Acting Librarian 
in his absence. The office has been vacant since Sep- 
tember 1956, when Mr. Verner W. Clapp resigned to 
become President of the Council on Library Resources, 
(Libr. of Congress Inf. Bull., August 12, 1957) 


CIRCULAR LETTERS 


*F57-78 (6.9.57) Bibliography of standards on docu 
mentation (notes on the manuscript). 

F57-79 (6.9.57) Agenda for the meeting of FID/C 35 
in Paris. 

*F57-80 (12.9.57) Report from the Secretary Genera 
on succession. 
(12.9..57) Report from the Hungarian Classifi 
cation Committee on analytical classificatio: 
(12.9.57) Report from the Hungarian Classi- 
fication Committee on recording definitions in 
the UDC. 
(12.9.57) Report from NIDER on a ,,Manua 
for the use of the UDC”. 
(12.9.57) Brief status statements on areas 
2, 4 and 5 of the International Conference on 
Scientific Information to be held in Washing- 
ton in November 1958. 


* 


= circulation restricted 








